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Preserving open space

MEDWAY -

. David and Grace Hoag watched their kids grow up
playing on their 15.5 acre property on Winthrop Street and building tree houses.

Now, with their kids grown, the couple wanted to make sure the natural landscape is protected forever
- donating it to the Upper Charles Conservation Land Trust. -

"The land has) got a lot of variability in it and we wanted to preserve it forever," said David Hoag.
"The only way we felt we could do that is to not give it to the town - where the Legislature could
overturn it if they want to put in a road or a school - so we donated it to a private land trust.”

The couple subdivided their tand - so their house was on one parcel and the 15.5 acres of natural
undeveloped land on another - and donated the land with fields, woods, meadows and a small pond
to the Upper Charles Conservation Land Trust, said Jim Wieler, Upper Charles treasurer and Medway
representative for the group.

"Although Medway appears rural we have very little protected open space in Medway," said Wieler.
"The land people view as open is usually ... not protected as conservation land from development.”

“The land was filed under the Norfolk Registry of Deeds by the Upper Charles Conservation Land
Trust, which protects it from being developed, said Wieler.

"What we hope to do with the fand is open it up for public access, walking trails and nature walks,"
said Wieler.

The Hoags - who have lived there since 1953 - will retain life estates on the property - meaning there
will be no public access to the property while the Hoags are still alive and living on the property, said
Wieler. '

Hoag said he used to serve on the Open Space Committee - which the Planning Board is working to
reform.

http://www.milforddailynews.com/homepage/x1373807665 11/5/2007
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"| support open space a lot. ... It's important because we need that land to take the rain water and fill
our aquifer,” said Hoag.

When the Hoags' kids were growing up they built tree houses and swam and fished in the land's pond,
said Hoag.

“I've also gone out and done nature walks with school kids who were doing projects collecting fall
leaves," said Hoag.

The Hoags also made a donation to the Upper Charles - which owns and maintains the land - so they
can do needed work on the land, said Wieler.

The Upper Charles owns more than 300 acres of open space in Holliston, Medfield, Medway and
Sherborn and is committed to promoting conservation of and education about land, said Wieler.

"The Hoags and the Upper Charles have a common purpose in conserving the land. We are pleased
to be selected as the stewards of this important piece of conservation land," said Upper Charles
Chairman George Fiske in a press release.

Amber Herring may be reached at aherring@cnc.com or 508-634-7546.
IYP and SEQ vendors: SEO by eLocallisting, Advertiser profiles, Business directory by Premier Guide,
Zope Corp.

WEB BROWEING REDEFINED
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Park, right? It will be that kind of
thing.”

But this, of course, is not likely
1o be nearly as manicured as Cen-
tral Park: It is studded with trees,
veined with streams, and dotted
with unexpected vernal pools and
meadows. Most of the land has no
roads, only an oceasional foot trail
or herd path.

A visitor does not have 1o look
very far in certain parts to find
blueberries and huckleberries.
Numerous birds make their
homes here, including great blue
herons and several types of hawks.

Naturalists believe the areais a
suitable habitat for mammals
such as bobeats, fishers, and ot-
ters, Pierce said that aside from
many snakes and amphibians, the
land is home to at least three en-
dangered species: the four-toed
salamander, the wood turtle, and
the spotted turtle.

The initiative to preserve the
entire 1,000 acres has been a joint
effort among Buckley, Pierce, and
the New England Mountain Bike
Association, working with a di-
verse group: selectimen and other
local and state officials; communi-
ty and civic organizations; the Mil-

ford Water Co.; and two environ-
.mental groups, Trustees of Reser-
vations and Upper Charles Con-
servation Inc, o

The protected property stands
as part of an undeveloped 2,500-
acre expanse of land and bedies of
water at the headwaters of the
Charles River. Within the triangle
are shout 1,260
undeveloped

like to preserve
the rest of that
land,” Buckley
safd.

Some open space in the area
has been under municipal control
for some time: Milford has unde-
veloped town property just out-
side the triangle on the west. Hol-
liston owns a large piece inside in
the northeast quadrant, In the
north, Hopkinton boasts the 11-
acre College Rock Pavk, a favorite
destination of rock climbers.

Slowly, the towns have been

Passive recreation eyed for large forest

By Connie Paige
GLOBE CORRESPONDENT

A sweep of more than 1,000
acres of undeveloped, heavily for-
ested land in Milford, Holliston,
and Hopkinton will remain wild
now that a group of local officials,
conservationists, philanthropists,
and mountain biking enthusiasts
have come together to save it.

The latest preservation efforts
are focusing on a triangie-shaped
wooded area, roughly bordered by
the Charles River and Route 85 on
the west, Interstate 495 on the
south, and Route 16, Adams
Sireet, and Hanlon Road on the
east.

Local officials say the initiative
will help protect the unique habi-
tat and provide an attractive natu-

buying more to fill in the gaps.
About three years ago, Milford ac-
quired about 90 acres east of
Route 85 and contiguous to the
Holliston land through tax-title
takings. Milford purchased for
$1.1 million another open piece
off Dilla Street outside the triangle
but adjacent to it. The town ig also
working with a de-
veloper of a4 128-

acres, of which ‘One of the reasons  acre parcel off

20 fur been pro. We did itis to butid on only half
ey Inspire other avenot metinds,
‘rest of n}as wellas Sroups 10 say, ‘Uhis fall, Hollis-
e “Heyweeando SR ietiE O

“We would ﬂ',h]:S, too.”’ %1 million from a

preservation fund
and private envi-
ronmental groups.

Most recently, the mountain
biking association secured dona-
tions of about $50,000 from its
members to purchase 47 acres at
the southwest corner of the trian-
gle. .

“One of the reasons we did it is
to inspire other groups to say,
‘Hey, we can do this, too,”” said
Philip Keyes, the association’s ex-
ecutive director. “It's a good exam-
ple of the way the private sector
and the nongovernmental sector

PurLir KEves

ral setting for passive reereation.

“Pm all excited,” said Robert
Buckley, Milford’s Conservation
Cornmission chairman, who has
worked for years to help preserve
the area. “Inside [Interstate] 495,
it's probably one of the largest
arcas of contiguous space that’s
not developed.”

Holliston’s conservation agent,
Jane Sears Pierce, said she be-
lieves the communities, with the
help of the state, can keep the area
from the surge of residential and
commercial development that has
enguifed much of the western sub-
urbs.

“No one can reaily teli what
will happen in the fufure.” Plerce
said. “But they still have Coniral
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can help in preserving some Mass-
achusetts landscapes,”

Those involved in the effort
agree that the land should be open
to the public for passive recreation
~- hiking, mountain biking, cross-
country skiing, showshoeing,
horseback riding, rock climbing,
trail running — but not to motor-
ized vehicles.

A separate but related effort is
the proposed 23- to 26-mile Upper
Charles Rail Trail, Eventually, the
walking and bicycling trail will
partially ring the triangle of open °
space, running through Milford
from the north at the Hopkinton
line 1o the south, looping arcund
Cedar Swamp Pond and turning
east into Holliston. o

More than 100 people came to
a meeting Wednesday on the first
phase of constructing Milford’s

- section of the trail, expected to

cost more than $1i million and be
complete by June 2006. Reno De-
Luzio, chairman of the committee
that has been shepherding it for
seven years, called it “loosely
coupled” with the open-space
preservation effort,

“It’s a wonderful opportunity-
for families,” said Lori Baranaus-
kas, School Committee chahrwo-
man. “We're very excited to have it
in Milford.”
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The develepment-busters of the Upper Charles Conservation Yand trust. From left: Sara Molyneaux of Dover, Anne Rich
of Millis, Justine Kent-Uritam, George Fiske of Sherborn and Mike Standley of Medlisld.

United theystand ...

By LEATL SAVAGE
Stff Writer

The faces of the members of the:
Upper Charles Conservation Inc.
filled with passion as they recount-;
ed the land trust's many accom-i
plishments, Sitting coml‘ortablyi
drinking tea in a parlorstyle:
room, four UCC directors recount:|
ed their stories. i

Formed In 1992, the UCC is]
approaching its 10th anniversary;
and members ave proud of its:
development. i

The brainchild of George Fiske
of Sherborn and current president.

" John Thomas of Holliston, the,

 UCC filled the gap between muai!
land trusts and much larger land |
trusts. “The UCC is one of many
regional land trusts which are-
formed to protect water and open
space around a river shed,” said
Fishke.

“We began to discuss the idea
with people in surrounding towns,
many of which did not have aland
trust, some of which did. We had
originally wanted to learn about
starting a local land trust, but as
we spoke to more and more peaple
we found a need to set up some-
thing reglonal,” explained Fiske,

One plan, many places

Communities are interconnect-
ed from a land management per-
spective, and the preservation of
land in one affocts the watershed
of many others.

The UCC remained litile more
than a good idea until opportunity
knocked. The chance to get a sig-
nificant parcel of land in Holliston
motivated the founders to estab-
lish the UCC.

= “A donator needed a donee ..

that was the kick off to getting
Upper Charles going,” Fiske remi-
nisced. The organization is non-
profitand tax deductible, an incen-
tive for land owners to donate.

There was a very real need to
have representation from sur-
rounding communities and, over
time, other communities have
Jjoined. The members bring differ-
ent strengths and areas of knowl-
edge. They collaborate at a month-
ly meeting,

“Because the group is more
reglonal, the more members of the
watershed brought aboard the bet-
ter;” said UCC clerk Sarah
Molyneaux of Dover.

The Medfield miracle
Medfield had considered setting
up its own land trust. But when

they heard of the UCC, they

became the next town to join,
according to Mike Standley, the
trust's Medfield director

A memorable accomplishment
there came two and a half years
ago, when it convinced the town to
purchase one of the three most sig-
nificant pieces of open space,

“The land bordered a country
road. It had fields, streams, woods,
.« Developers were eager to devel-

op the land to construct 60 hous. |

es," said Standley.

Town meeting was In late June,

and purchase supporters worried
many residents would be away on

vacation. The opportunity could

be lost. "Once open space is gone

H's gong,” Slundiey subl camphati-

cally,

hoping, but not expecting, that
enough would turn out for town
meeting,

In late June, at 7:30 p.m, a quo-
rum of 250 filled all of the audito-
rium seats. A half hour later; the
meeting had not begun, An official
stepped to the podium to explain.
The reason for the delay was the
throngs of people were still filing
into the building, filling up the
cafeteria and spilling into the hall.
Walkie talkles were set up to let
BVEryone speak.

Standley couldn't believe that so
many residents had turned out.
And, some time after 8 p.m., he was
elated when the crowd lssued a
unanimous vote to adopt the prop-
erty

Later, the UCC learned the 300 -
residents from all different neigh-
borhoods who received Standley's
letter had copied them and for-
warded them to neighbors.

Shmilar to Dover’s Wylde woods
purchase, Standley's experience
illustrates residents' passion to
protect their open space.

He wrote letters to 300 people :

Battle moves on

Now, the UCC in Sherborn is
involved in the purchase 68 acres
of open space off Brush Hill Road.
Town meeting will be asked this
spring to pay up to $150,000 of the
$300,000 price tag on the Wilson
property. -

The Sherborn Rural Upper Land
Coenservation, has generously
donated  $60,000 towards the
$150,000 they hope to raise in pri-
vate funds. To date, they have
raised pledges of around $30,000.

“A huge benefit of the UCC is
that we work with tocal town's to
double and triple protect the
parcels of l1and ... this Is a major
thing we do,” said stalf member
Justine Kent-Uritam.

The UCC is working with the
Sherborn Rural Upper Iand
Conservation and the Sherborn
Wetlands and Meadow Protection
BrOLPS.

"It brings Its tax exempt status
to the group and allows for dona-
tions to he tax deductible,” said
Kent-Uritam.

Stopping sprawl

Additionally, Medfield and the
UCGC are contacting [and owners in
the Upper Charles Rivershed to
plan and protect the largely unde-
veloped land around the river
“There is pressure around the 495
belt to build ... it is lmporiant to
contuc! landowners aboul open
space and conservation,” said
Standley.

One way to preserve open space
is for owners to donate it as con-
servation land. Molyneaux had
her own Dover farm put under
conservation restriction. She said
that it is a “good process”" and
helped with property and inheri-
tance taxes. .

Often upon an owner's death,
land is divided and heirs pay a
steep tax. Many times the property
is sold to developers. The UCC
works with families to permarent-
ly protect thelr land, .

Pedal power

One of the largest projects the
UCGC is now lobbying for is a 27
mile bike path known as the Upper
Charles Trail through Sherborn,
Holliston, Milford, Hopkinton and
Ashland,

John Thomas UCC president
and co-founder, is working on it.
The path has received support and
funding. Construction is sched.
uled to begin this summern

Millis was the fourth town to
Jjobn, said Anhe Rich, UCC treasut-
er and a town vresident,
Fortunately, many of the Milis’
wetlands are already preserved,
The Army Corps ol Engineers
gave up the idea of damming the
Charles River and purchased sur-
rounding land instead, for far less.

“It's wonderful because Millis
doesn’t have the resources to buy
the land,” sald Rich.

The UCC holds ownership to
approximately 258 acres, said
Kent-Uritam, Because they are a
non-profit organization, much is
donated or purchased in collabora-
tlon with other groups. The UCC
holds an annual fund drive to pay
its overhead, They are grateful for
any contributions, “We scrape by
on very little and depend on public
support,” said Kent-Uritam,
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Hikers walk along a pathway on Saturday that may become part of the proposed Upper Charles Trail,
a 27-mile path which would pasg through six MetroWest towns,

Group hikes Proposed rail trail

ren

By Greg Turner The trait would be used by has a secondary pumping station
HEWS STAFF JiTen . hikers, bikers, skaters and sk- - for the town’s watar supply.
JMILFORD ~ Trudging throggh er3. The path may he paved, Henry Papuga, the Milforg
winter's joe Pocked with deer . making it handicapped accags). Water Co, generaf manager, sug-
cks, & group of eight area resi. ble, gested 2 bridge be built across
dents Saturdgy got the lay of the Formed in Decemnber, the praj) the stretch of water to the park
fand for the propased Upper committee is trying th gather f. being daveloped on the olg Cogay
Charles Tyaj, - nancial suppart to develop il Street Jandsl],
"-__—__‘_“-——-——-——.wu,-om ford's section of the trail, The “I¥'s a desper part (of the
—— == ETOup alto has tg secure 8essto popd), ng weeds, good for basg
"We're going to wallc every the land, some of which is pyi- fishing,” Papuga said, “ft would
Section of trail and get famptigy vately sumed, be nics for fishing off the bridge”
with it." said Robert Budkdey, the Walling alongside Town Scott Peoples, who works iy

Conservation Commission chaip. Planner Reno Daluzig and eom- gy engineering firm with Thom-

man and a member of the Upper  mittee member Carolyn Cooney, as and Bucldey, peered down at

Charles Trait Commitfeg, “We're  Holliston resident John Thomas a map of Milford's proposed

going to come up with the best tame up with a fow ideay during trails that he helped design,

locations for traflg and spur the first lez of the walk, along “Tve seen it on paper, but I

trails.» éhe :{vest shore of Cedar Swamp wanted to come out and ses jt for
ond,

The committen ang a few in. real,” the Milford resident said.
terested residents hikeq for two . "“We could put 5 couple of pic. Debbie Reno came along, too,
hours Saturday MOTiting, starg. nic tables up on that rise” gajq t0 inspect the routes she may use
ing at the Milford Water, Compa.  Thomas, presidont of Upper for exereise in the future, The
oY on Dilla Street, passing Coar Charleg Conservation a tesional Milford resident runs with the
Swamp Pond angd winding land tnist thist starfad the trai] Tvi-Valley Front Runners, and
through the tovm forest, project in 1994, prefers softer paths to pavement,

; Frank Piryello Jr, a civil engi. Something like this would be

theMogiThZ:vgl{ ﬁhey,ulwbgecfed neer and member of the traij my dream, ih‘%oumes through
1€ P  Lely will be a committee, pointed put relic of here,” she said,
ma 27-!'(1.1']9 trail that wotrld the railroad: g granite post with .

loop through six MetroWest a W etched in it, which glq train After going back across busy
towns, Portions of the trail ware engineers to blow their whistlos Dilla Street at the Loisa Lty
Overgrown or piled with boulders as they approached Dilla Street, dam, the group tumeq north inte
or abandoned cars, Others werg “What I would like to do is the town forest. There were no
clear ety through the trees, open this up so we could see signs of human development,

The tral would be bult o Tight out to Lotjss Lake Bugk. save Lf_le arumbling foundqtian of
abandoned raf] begs through fey said, standing in a swathy of od Toanite c’u]gl:(l)ng :Shed' a d:isca[thed-
Ashland,. frami , Hopkin- ~ Jand between the ke and the Tow huetn othem;gSc;p t?:; east
lt)gn, H,Iuhlh_ston, i &rg and Sher-  Cedar S}k]vamp P]ond, which is . '

- Ihe stato would pay Upto  part of the Chayles River, ""This is sz an underutilized
$9.5 million, with the towns 2 walkers pausad or piece of land, it drives me razy,”
Spending §56,534 Yyearly for Clark's Island, & piege of land Buckley gaid, “There’s a hun.

d maintenanpe, tjuts into the pond ang that dred acres hore,”

¢ policing an




i Commitiee to forecast the trail’s
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Selectmen support Upper

Charles rail tr

By Tara Benhardt
TAR Staff Writer
The Sherbor Board
of Selectmen voted
Tast week to support
the planned conver-
sion of abandoned
rail lines connecting
Sherbom, Holliston,
Milford, Hopkinton,

Ashland and The town’s annual
Framingham into a financial commitment
hiking and biking is estimated at $3,197,
{rail. The proposed which would cover
path is called the policing and mainte-
Upper Charles Trail, nance ¢osts.

as it is nestled in the Blaustein pointed
watershed ared of ~oizt that meat towns -
the Charles River, already police aban-

The Metropolitan doned rail beds, -+
Area Planning “Abandoned and '
Council of unused rights-of-way
Massachusetts has are often locations for -
determined that the  The route of the proposed Upper Charles Trall, wlﬂch woul run Lh.rough illicit activity What 2
project is feasible,  Sherborn and some of lis nelghbors. we'ye seel 1) G4ses of -

‘As it enters the next
phase of planning, MAPC has been
working with the Sherborn Bicycle

the council’s feasibility study, and

Bicycle Committee Chairman Rob

Wolff presented their findings to’

the selectmen at their Sept. 16 -

meeting. )
“This trail would br: a fantastic

- fecreational resource which would

success in Sherbomn, and what kind
of long-term financial commitment
will be requited of the community.
Joan Blaustein, project manager of

proposal

not involve much
cost,” said Wolft, The
Sherbomn segment of
the trail involves a

. 1.53-mile portion of
the Conrail tracks
between Framingham
and Holliston, paral-
leling Western
Avenue.

converting ‘these rall
beds is that when the property is'in
use, this sort of llhclt actmty chs-

© “appears.”

Maintenance costs would ,

 include keeping the trail clear by -

trimming vegetation, cleaning up

. ‘trash’and sweeping debris, The cost

estimates are based on the length of -
the Sherborn segment and the
mongcy spent by communities on

the Minuteman Commuter

Bikeway, a popular rail-trail estab-
lished by MAPC in the greater
Lexington area.

Although the plan has the full
support of the Bicycle Committee,
Wolff and Blaustein both empha-
sized that there will be multiple .
uses for the trail, including walk- .
ing, fogging, in-line skating, cross--
country skijng and possibly horse-
back riding, in addmon to bicy- *
cling.

Resident Eliot Taylor asked

whether snowmobiles would be

permitted on the trail, *Only non-
motorized vehicles would be

~ allowed on the trail, with the
. exception of emergency vehicles

and motorized wheelchairs,”
Blaustein replied.

Concerning right-of-way issues,
Blaustein said the Sherbom,
Holliston and Milford segments
are less problematic than other por-
tions of the trail. In these towns
there are almost no private .
homes on the tracks. Planners are
dealing mostly with large public
utilities.

Halliston is furthest along in
dealing with Cenrail. Holliston res-
ident John Thomas, whom Wolff
referred 1o as the “father” of the
Upper Charles Trail plan, attended
last week's meeting,

Thomas reported that Holliston
residents voted at their spring Town
Meeting to authorize the selectmen
to enter into negotiations with
Conrail. Holliston is currently mov-

- ing to obtain deeds on a section of

the trail from Hopping Brook Road
to Cross Street in the southwestern

_ part of Holliston.

- Thomas and Blaustein noted the
importance of Holliston and
Sherborn working together to influ-
ence Conrail.”

“Jt's important for each individ-
ual community to be inspired
by the big picfure, in crder to make
this work,” Blaustein said, 3 :
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Upper Charles Conservatlon ‘presents; management pian

By Marie Eldridge :

HOPKINTON - Residents of Hopkinton,
Holliston and Milford are invited to Town
Hall nn Wedneeday, February 26 at 7:30
pw re a management plan for the
Chai. .tiver headwators will be unveited.
The Upper Charles Conservation, Inc., &
regional land trust, developed the plan to
help the three towna preserve open spuce
aleng the Charles River. |

According to Justine Kent+Uritam, 2600
acres straddling the towns of Hopkinten,
Holliston and Milford fmpact the headwa-
tera of the Charles River. In additien, the
town of ‘Milford depends ¢n it for part of
its publw water supply,

For nine montha Kent-Uritam has been
using o $5000 matching grant from the
foston Foundation to interview approxi-
mately 25 affected landowners, local land
trusts, Conservation Commigsions and
other interested partles She has also
walked the sites in question and talked
with hikers, rock climbers, dirt bikers,
horseback ndera and other land users.

While Kent-Uritam didn't confront any
unusual problema during her study, she
anid she was aatounded by the number of !
people uging the east side of Rt. 86 - ev-
eryone from locals to climbing elubs from
Cambridg e. She also concluded that
Milford, Hopkinton and Holliston shared
concerna about their public water supplies.

Next week Kent-Uritam will present a
20-minute slide show and the proposed
management plan, That plan includes pos-
sible land acquiaition, and proposed park- -
ing lot mites, hiking and bike trails and
atandardized hunting laws for the area. -

“We have to test drive our ideas with the ,

public.” said Kent-Uritam. “We hope
peor il think the auggeations are rea- '
sona

The basie goal of the proposed manage--
ment plan is to direct people  away from .
the west side of Rf, 85 where a public wa-_
tar supply, quarries and a rifle range ex-
iut. Inatead they will.be encouraged to use
the open space eaat of Rt. 85 which in..

.ctudea an extensive trail nebwork:"Obvi- i !

greatest public good. "I've never worked

with thiree separate towns and such frag- .
mented ownership before,” she anid, “We'll”

listen to commenta at the February 26 and
.modify the plan where appropriate.” -

. " Kent-Uritam knows that complating the

plan is only half of the equation, “Some-

one has to implement and fund it,” she _"

paid, Thosa funda could come from ‘the -

4

ously we want to limit public access in ar- .- .-

eas where there are habitats of rare and

endangered species and potential archeo- * -

logical sites,” said Kent-Urltam.

Most of Hopkinton's portion of the plan
impacts College Rock Park on College
Street where it would upgrade parking,
prohibit hunting, acquire an adjacent land
parcel and map and sign trails lending to
Rocky Woods in Holliston, - »771 7wl

Kent-Uritam and her colleagues hope to
‘develop consensus ameng private land-
ownerd and town boards so the Charles
River hendwaters area ia used for the

state-funded Open Bpaco Bond Bill which
appropriated $400 million over five years,

According to Kent-Uritam, cloas to $8 mil-
Hon of that amount is available for direct

" land acquieiton by cities and towns,
“The Upper Charles Congervation Inc, is
' . limited, If you plan to attend, call Barbara
" 8mith-Mandell at (508) 366-0660 Ext. 30
.to reserve & space, '

»- & private, not-for-profit t.ax-axempt conser-
vation group. Their work in the tri-towns
_ has been fu.uded by The Boston Founda-

. tion, the local Conservation Commissions,
_the Holliston Forest Committee, the
. Milford Water Company, Beals and ’I‘ho

_mag, Ine, and the Charles River Watershed

Asgociation,
Seating for the I‘ebruary 26 meeting is
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_ Apreed Johnsgon: “Oftentimes conservation commis-

sions are so busy with wetland permitting;that they doniy

have time to do long-range planning . . . so there are alob

of opportutities for land trusts just getting started.” ..z

Opportunities for establishing loeal trusts alsq

" abound in areas where larger organizations won't tread

““There are a lot of examples where big land trusts -
. may not be interested in a particular project that comeg

up Joeally,” Lerner said, “so what you have ale attemp]:q
by bigger land trusts to spin off local ones.” . wri}

« Upper Charles Conservation Inc. was such a spm offy
Founded in 1992, the group was formed -when Avel‘);

- Dennison Corp., a manufacturing fivm with facilities jg
Framingham and Holliston, offered 110 acres of wood-
land to the Beverly-based Trustees of Reservamons, the
world’s oldest land trust.

+ The trustees declined to aceept the land which dld
not meet its acquisition guidelines, omd instead aske
Holliston resident John Thomas, pr esident of Beals and
Thomas, a Westhorough-hased environtfiental consuiting

" fivm, if he would launch a local land trust td oversee thi

CpY operty. Today, the Upper Charles gioup protects il

-additional:15 acres in Medfield and Holliston, and hﬁé

_ several more properties under agreement in Shelbmhp ,

SHne conjunctlon with the Sherborn Rural Land Poundf
tion.:Members of its board of directors hail from Sher-
rh, Medway, Milford, Holliston and Medfield. L
'Westborough vesident Ellen Lutz, *who is headmé
" that:town’s, effort to create 'a local trust, enwsmns'
“gioup that could play a similar role, . - ol
© SThere‘are a lot of parcels we would want to save in
“Westhorough that ave smaller and isolated,” Lutz said;
. For larger land trusts, “it would be a.diversion of 1ey
" sources to pick up little pareels here and there, whereps
we might consider that to he money very well spent. and
Tand celta:nly very well preserved,” she said. She.digy
ssed suggestlons that smaller, younger land . banks

" “We take care of our houses and our propm ty,
“.trusts ave an extension of that,” said Nadreau, the As
Jland resident, who estimates it cnuld take up to & yeal to
Cget her town’s trust off the ground. “It's much cheaper &%
. keep what we have rather than to try to replace it. onc%
it’s destroyed.”

mlght siphon money and membership away from larger, .
Cvmore established organizations. - i _

Lutz said: “Land trusts are not just about land acqu1— o

sltlon and preservation. They are 1ea11y vehicles foipeo”
= ple: ‘to connect to the process of preserving the quahty év[‘

life'in theu‘ comrunity,” , o ‘
i i '_

J.—+_
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Local groups join
preservauon drlves

By Sacha Pfeiffer )
(‘l OBE CORRESPONDENT ~

.ynthia Nach eaw’s fight for’
Aghland’s green space be-r
gin as a small netghbol-
hood skir mlsh Local oppo-: ;
sition to a 30-un1t subdivi-
sion slated to be built on 100 wooded
acres behind ‘her - Concord ' Street;
hor  Sut, unlike so many- other de-|}
ves  2nt battles that begin andj|
end in a single community, this one,
has asswmed larger proportions, = .
. "Coneerned by the speed at which
eumlzu ly large housing complexes
were cropplng wp in town, devouring
former farmland in the process, Na-
dreau said, she and several of her
Tiske Hill neighbors decided to form
a land trust, a long-established but
oftén overlooked tool of. the conser-
vabion movement that has ‘iner eased

m ‘popularity in recent years.: .
.Land trusts are nonprofit 01 gam- l
zauons that protect open space by |
acquiring property or restricting de- ;
:velopm(,nt rights. The costs of star

ing land trusts are minimal; mainly-;

legal fees to incor poxate “the; gloup
atid receive tax-exept statug, bt
raising funds to pur chase T eal estate ',
can be daunting, !

“When thmgs stcut happenmg in’
you1 ‘back yard, of course you get in-
volved,” said Nadrea, 44, a Welles- -
le}} native who has lived in Ashland -

for-11 years. “But then- we looked N

‘avpund and saw development every-"
Whele and realized that wé needed
tc something more T
ad trusts, she added, "offe1 a’
way for people who care about open
‘x‘pace 1o get involved,” as well as'a
meins to shield local lands fr om ful-
ther. development
STERE LAND TRUST Page 12

il. o

-  Continued from, Pagel 1. T

|.serve the fields and forests that re-
*| main undeveloped is hardly a regent

" |survey by the Washmgton -based |
+ Land Trust Alliance. The organiza-

& LAND TRUST -

That conser v'ttlon-mmded eiti-
zens are working fuviously to pre-

revelation, What has changed in this 1
continuing struggle between déyel-
‘opment and preservation is the size
and scope of the efforts under way. <
At last count, land trusts were . |
heing formed at the rate of one per
week, according to a 1994 national

* tion states that increasingly diverse L o

cities and towns are now undertak-
,ing land banking activities once con-
‘sidered the domain of older, more, af- ,' .

GLOBE PHOTO / BETHANY VERS!

IAslllaucl l'm{l trust supporters (from Ieft) Cynthia Nadreau, Tobi Hoff!.
- man and Curtiss Hofiman fellow deer tracks near their homes.

,'LJ

fluent communities. .

Co]lectwely, ‘the” natlon s 1 100—odd tll]StS pr otect
gome 4 million acres of land, more than a third of which
are in New England. In Massaohusetts, where roughly
167,000 acres are held by local trusts, Ashland is one of-
several communities turning-to land trusts. to preserve
"and protect fast-disappearing green space, : |

Effmts to create a trust are also-under way in West-*
borough, where nearly 70 people tirned out for a 1ecent
planning meeting. And the Stow. Conservation- Trust,
:founded in the late 19708 but largely inactive for the paet
-geveral years, was recently reinvigorated by a $114, 000
state grant to preserve part of an 110-aere orchard. |

Many of these younger, smaller trusts Jack the clout:
and bankroll to acquire sizable land holdmgs Some of
themn miay never own land af all. But, envir onmentahsts
say, they nonetheless play a valuable role by comple-
mentmg the efforts of regional or national tausts or by
serving-as grassr oots advocacy groups, - -

“There's a need for local land trusts to fill in the gaps,
to take on those town common-type issues that, from ok
tandpoint, aren’t wildlife habitat or river ‘eorridor-type

rojects, but that are nonetheless very, véry valuable,”
said Stephen Johnison, executive director of the Sudbury -

Valley 'I‘mstees, a 1eglona1 land bank that oversees the

S “We vedlly see a par tner, Shlp and’ mentm mg wlatmn-
shlp with these smaller land tr usts, ,]ust as we are sup-
1yorted and mentor ed by {largel land’ trusts like] Tyust-"
seg of. Reservatlons and Massachusett@ Audubon,” he

p a newslett,er and mamtams'a
pooks ‘and wdeos, but has not'yet acquxred Jand: T

2 “It's extremely frustrating, of cour G sald\Goldman, :
t member of the: Hopkinton . Plannmg Beard. "It takes:

Qm “of educatxonal

ne or two pieces of land to cr ack the egg, 50 to’ speak 80

: —We can beym to show that we are‘ an or gamza 1on that is’

verv very serious about this,”

‘i'gettmg theéi”
" come, but fhere's the oxedxbihty oap: You have to p1 ove
Iyourself before getting your first land.”; ! 4

- “Some fledgling: latid;truats are too pleoccupled W‘lth ,
- lafid 'ldmg " Johnsof) said.Tb.will.

Young trusts, like Hopkintor’s, can blldge that gapl
through myriad outreach. activities,” flom raising funds

-and launching education campaigns to maintaining exist-

ing park trails and creating maps and user guides, land
advocates say. Trusts also can help communities develop
open-space plans or can solicit conservation restr 1ct1ons,1

‘ legal methods of restricting’ development .on land.

" Interest in Jand trusts also has grown as the growing
bu1 den of administering wetlands protection legulatlons
has fallen on local. conservation bozu ds, leaving pr eserva-

' tion or gamzatlons, like trusts, to assume the vole of man-
. aging and protecting watemheds'and other open spaces{

~“The gmwth of the land trusts is divectly proportiore
ate to the amount of inactivity of local conservation comtk

- misstons,” said Joel Lerner, director of conservation serd’
-vices for the state Department of Envuonmental Man

agemeni‘, oW

Cowt, Mok pose.
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A bt of green

space preserved

Land trust, town complete
purchase of 20-acre parcel
near Rocky Woods

By Heather Alello .
TAB Staff Writer '
P™ s an effort to preserve the identity of the town — the rural neigh-
sorhoods, the tranguil lakes, the forests and water supplies.

And the work of Upper Charles River Inc., a local land trust -
corporation founded by Holliston resident John Thomas, is
becoming increasingly evident in town. The purchase of a 20-acre

|

parcel that connects the Town Forest and Rocky Woods was just made -

final fast month, The land is to be used for conservation purposes.
The purchasc, approved at annual Town Meeting last May. was a -

T T ST TR TR AR I I WP RS RN o KSR,

October 3, 1995 The TAB, page 3

-MAP BY LISA BECKER

. John Thomas, founder
of Upper Charles River
Ine., a local land trust
corporation, stands

" with his son, John Jr., -
" on the site of a recent

: purchase in Holliston
made jointly by the
corporation and the
town -— n 20-acre
parcel that connects
the Town Forest and
Rocky YWoods.

PHOTO BY JOSEPH ACZEL

nonprofit corporation that aims to protect water resources and prescrve
land in the 35 towns in the Charles River watershed.

“About one year ago, we went over the Holliston town map,” said
Justine Kent-Uritam of UCC, as the group is known, “We decided on

a parcel of land that made good open space — pl’lll‘ldl ily for Hinkage
between the town forest.”

According to the 1993 Open Space and Récréation’Pla’n,' there are
more than 1,300 acres of land designated for conservation purposes in

Holliston.

Thomas, who describes himself as “an advocate for good land use
and planning,” said he alwaya wanted to devole his time to preserving
land in Holliston, but his nine years as’ amember of the Conservation

.Commlwon didn’ Laliow him the time. In 1992 Thonmx ended his

see Paveel, pace 7
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term and set his passion for land
protection to work.

“I enjoy open space and the ability
to visit the weas,” said Thomas. Tt

improves the quality of people's lives.”

The corporation he founded,
which is made up of a six-member
board of directors and one part-time
staff person, finances itself through
land donations by individuals, cor-
porations and governmental agen-
cies. Thomas said that they some-
times setl or lease portions of the
acquired land to provide proceeds

for a perpetual endowment that can

be used to purchase new properties,
as well as to maintain those already
in existence.

“We are an organization thar was

designed to take fand off the market |

and preserve it forever,” said
Uritam,

Thomas said the corporation
aims to be regional. He pointed out
that it has helped with the pur-
chase of five ather pieces of land
in surrounding towns.

“Towns need land trusts,” said
Uritam, “They need someone
who cares about how the town is
going to grow, the management
of resources, and how the town is
going to look in years to come.”

Last year, UCC was the recipi-
ent of Wenakeening Woods — a
120-acre parcel of land at the
southern part of town, The land,
which was donated to the corpo-
ration, now has extensive foot and
bike trials.

After the completion of that

" project, the corporation began to
dedicate its time (o negotiating
with Andover Bank, the owner of
the recently purchased land,

“The land could not have been
easily developed; there was no
frontage and only pedestrian
access,” said Uritam, *So then we
agreed that the land could be
bought for $20,000.”

Thomas and Uritam said the
price was “in the ballpark”
because land that is bought for
conservation purposes usually
costs from $1,000 10 $2,000 per
acre. Now their job was to find
the funds to buy the lund.

David Capebianco, chaman
'f the Conservation Commission,
aaid the commission did not have
the money to purchase the land so
it was up 1o the town itself.

“My problem then was how to
present it at Town Meeting.” said
Capobianco, "1 spoke for three min-
Lees anct there was Tittle opposition.”

The Finance Cormnmittee rec-
ommended the purchase.

“It was generally recognized
by the community that more and
more space i the town had
rumied to development,” suid
Town Administrator Paul
LeBeawn. “The sooner we secure
these sights the better.”

Capobianco said the idea was
“easy to sell” to the voters.

“[n terms of tax on the land, it
was in pennies,” he said.

“This is important to me person-
ally because open space allows
wildlife to carry on, and it protects
wetlands and water supplies,” he
added. “People can enjoy the land
by hiking, skating. On any given
weekend people are around the
aren.”

Although the land is town-
owned, it is managed by the
Conservation Commission which
plans to develop a trial system
through the fand, Thomas agreed
with the idea and said among other
things, he wants UCC to be a cata-
lyst for a bikeway from
Framingham to Hopkinton.

Supporters of the purchase attest
that it is purely an attemnpt to main-
tain the town’s character and not to
entirely stop business and housing
developments from coming to town.
Uritam said the corporation rarely

attempts to buy land in industriafly-
zoned areas. '

“It’s rare, unless the land is inap-
propriately zoned.” she said. *“The
whole thrust of the land trust is to
preserve what is important in nature
for humans and wild life, For the
humans it’s protecting the water
supplies.

“Businesses and people don’t
think of those things,” she added.
“When we look for land it is not a
conscious thing. We lock at the
underlying map and work back-
wards from there.”

For kis part, Thomas said this
“side job” is rewarding. especially
when he can witness the benetits of
open space. Last week, he satd, he
spotied a group of Boy Scouts com-
ing from the Wenakeening Woods,
The feeling, he said, was indescrib-
able.

“To know that T played a part in
that was amazing,” said Thomas.
“The Boy Scouts were able to learn
about the woods and [ was able to
help preserve land people can use.” '3
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Tocal: money is
|| necessary -

By Greg Turner

NEWSSTAFFWRITER -

Milford resident Robert Buckley
someday hopes fo hike or biké his
way to Hopkinton on a tree-lined
trail far from hazardous highways.

“I would like to be able to go up to
Hopkinton State Park and make a
day of it with my family,” the Conser-
vation Commission chairman said,

Buckley is falking about the Upper
Charles Trail, a proposed 27-mile re-
creational path that would loop
through six MetroWest towns and
cost from $8,1 million to $9.5 million.

The plan converts abandoned rail-
road lines into"a trail for blcycllsts
hikers, joggers, horseback riders, in-
line skaters and cross country sklers

“It really should be called a multi~
use path,” said Joan Blausiein, a
program manager at the Metropoll-
tan Area Planuing Council, which re-
cently endorsed the plan.

The state would ultimately pay for
the trail's design and construction,
but the MAPC.said the towns would
have to pay $56,534 yearly to police
and maintain it. A breakdown of the
cost by mileage: - ‘

M Ashland, $7,984 for 3.82 miles

n Prammgham $5 517 for 2.64
miles .

R Holliston, $14, 024 for6. 71 miles

| Hopkmton $12,394 for 5.93
miles

=’ Milford, $13, 418 for 6.42 miles

‘W Sherbor it, $3,197 for 1.53 miles

The trail would wind from Fram-
ingham's ftrain_ station, southward
through Ashland State Park and
Hopkinton's forests, around Mil-
tord’s Cedar Swamp Pond, north-
ward near Holliston’s Dopping
Brook and back to Framingham by
the Barber Reservation in Sherborn.

In'June; the MAPC completed a
Teasibility study ‘paid for by a grant
from : the Massachusetts. Turnpike
Authoritly.

The study laid out the components
necessary to make the trail a reality.
The planning council met with-{ocal
leaders last week to gauge the pro-
jeet's progress.

According Lo Blausteiy, local sup-,
the key:do: ﬁnéncmg th&"pro- *

port’i‘
jeet State agencies w1ll not grant
money without local governments’
endorsements, she said.

'Most pr OJects hke these that v eal

ing the local work,” she said.

The local work and another .hur-':;
dle for the planners is getting access; -

to the land the trail will traverse,
Railroad, electric and water compa:
nies, towns and individuals own
many of the parcels etched with a
line on Upper Charles Conservation
Ine's map.
--John Thomas, former Hoihston
Conservation Comrmssmn member,
knows it will be a while before the
anticipated 2,500 people use the
pathona future weékend day, .-
“The process is.very slow,” said
Thomas, president of Upper Charles
Conservatnon the regional land trust
that approached the MAPC with the

idea in 1994. “There's not aclear way .

tomake ithappen,”
, More than 900 trdjls . have been

. butilt acrossithe country = and ari-

other 1,200 are planned = but resi-
dents in Weston nixed their part of

the proposed Wayside Rail Trail. At.

Town Mecting Barller this; -month,
voters concerned about:safety:: and
privacy decided not to include Wes.
ton in the 23-mile-long path from
Belmontto Berlin.

Thomas Sald but he believes this re
gionis “ahead ofthe ga ; )
“T: thmk we now ha{re the.motmen-
tum in terms of peopIe being behmd
(the trail prmect)," he said.

Two towns ~ Holliston-and ‘Sher-
born ~ passed a resolution endotrs:
ing the trail. In Milford, selectmen
approved a committee of‘planners to.
establish the town’s stretch of .the
trail. The board i is conmdermg a res-
olution.

1ssues”’regardmg rights ‘ofiwd
'beds in Ashlandsand Fr:
are- umdenhf’ able,” whi j
Hopklhton 1$ under many frérent: -
ownet's, shesald e 5‘*’6@*-. |

i “The status ofsome octhe ines is, -

.questionable,” Thomas sald, adding
that getting easement approvals
from owners like Conrail and Massa-
.chuseits Electric z:,has ;
-difficul 55%"‘ ‘
5 Tha Tow-end of the. MAPC sapro-:
jected cost factors in donated rights

of way, something planners® [¥6in-

cach town witl soticit The nlatrnide
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INSIUE: Dover doctor honored i

_ommittee
upports
1derly

ousing

-JON PAUL POTTS
DOVER - The Warrant Committee
eked the recommendations of every

wer town beard and commission last

el and voted to support the Heard
yperty elderly affordable housing arti-
-at.the Oct. 30 Special Town Meeting.
The committee voted on the four
ecial Town Meeting articles on Oct. 3
3@ story on page 13}, supporting
animously Article 8, which calls for the
ectmen to place a development restric-
n on § acres of town-owned wetlands
Walpole Street, adjacent to the 2-acre
ard iy on Centre Street.

The iction would prevent any con:
unctic i{ the-land, enabling the pro
sed elderly housing development t
:et Title 5 septic requirements tha
1its davelopment to four units per.acr

land within one-half mile from a pub*™

water supply, The Dover Water

+ PHILIP MADDOCKS

In his nine years as a member of the

sliston Conservation Commission,
hit Thomas has stutter-stepped around
3 share of political obstacles.

Thaose experiences, however, have
rmed out to be an inadequate primer for
2 governmental red tape he has faced
1ce 1ast April,

The battle in the pits began when, in
3 eurrent position ag president of Upper

iarles Conservation, Ine.,, a non-profit .

rporahion in Westboro, Thomas began
ting the groundwork for a 20-mile bike-
1y that would take riders through
amingham, Sherborn, Milferd,
wpkinton and Ashland in a gircular
ate along an old railway route, linking
are *“~n 750 acres, including: the
wrby ‘eservation in Sherborn,
enih g Woods and Dropping Brook
Hollistan, Cedar Swamp in Milford,

d nearly 500 acres in the Charles River '

adwater area.
The ambitious undertaking — formal-
titled the Metrowest Bikeway Project

hae landed Thamaa n the midet of o

mp:my has a well on Knollwaod Drive. .

vork for 20- [ _'
nile bikeway

R R 0 N NN ML

ST T R

hnpaful e will g_et-. the sumej
“level o support we got las

]aced on’ land on Walpols
treet adjacent.fo. the. Heard |

properby: On’ the face, the
. article is;a simple one, but
rejectmn of the article by
;every board and committee
in town: except for. the
Warrant. Committee has
ansformed Article 3 into a -

E FADING TWILLGHT Marissa,0"Neil, an eighth-
i coey; practice:atithe:Laurel:Farm. soccer:field.! Dover hasibee
y ithatithe Cct.'3

"“We're not going to d
anything to get them out,”
said J. Ford Spalding, co-
president of the Dover
Communibty Development
- Corporation, developers of
“the project. “We’re not going
‘. :to:work the phones, I think
-people have te go and vote on

gradar trom- Sherbom

0 §pecla ow

* the merits of the project. " We
have done this:twice before,
‘We have to hope the project
can stand on its own as it did
at the two previous Town
Meetings.”

“Town officials would not

“prediet what kind of turnout
Please turn to page 13

OVER — “Uncle Ralphis's firat

B love was conservation, He
¥ irucked through all these
m woods on foot, and he knew
every rock, tree and square of land in thla
" town. We're geing to miss the old guy.”
These words from Dover Patrulman
Kenneth Dunbar may have summarized
best what Ralph MacAllester was all
about, a man who dedicated his life to the
preservation of the woods of Dover for the
Boy Scouts he served as a mentor.
MacAllester died last Sunday morning
at the MetroWent Medical Center in
Natick from complications from a stroke.
He was 81 (see obituary, page 14).
Whether ramblmg over. Snnw Hl].l on

the Town House in his big orange van for
a Conservation Commission meeting,
MacAllester was one of the most recogniz-
able figures in town,

“My first meeting with Ralph was
shortly after I moved to town 15 years
ago,” Selectmen Kristine Scoon said, “I
was a Girl Scout leader and Ralph waa
the ranger. We used to go up and spend
the night on Snow Hill and Ralph always
managed to accompany us te the camp
while giving us nature lessons along the
way.

“When we spent the night, we would
always truck water up the hill for us,”
Scoon said, “He frequantly spent the
night in his camper truck in case we
needed him. We couldn’t see him, but we
always lmew he was there to help us if we




Arca towns work for 20-miile bikew: y

Continued from front page
seemingly no magnetic north with which
10 orient himself,

“One of my biggest frustrations with

I* % is trying to map out ahead of time

T have 10 go,” he said. “I have yet
t. any state or government official to
tew .ie what the map is like. It's like one
of those complex mazes. You go around
and you keep running into dead endsg.
But you have to travel thoge before you
can get to where you want to go.”

The UCC president said that he is
still has a good deal of particulars to
work out, before formally secking funding
for the project. The first priority, he said,
is to get the Metropolitan Area Planning
Council to complete a feasibility study of
the hikeway. :

Thomas was scheduled 1o bring his
case to the Metrowest Legislative Caucus
at the Statehouse Wednesday morning.
With a littie governmental tugging, he
hopes, the MAPG will decide to make
scheduling a feasibility study for the
Metrowest Bikeway a priority.

“Back in March and April, when we
talked to them, they told us it would be a
year before they would get to this,”
Thomas said.

The feasibility study, said Thomas, is

IF THE METROWEST BIKEWAY through Sherborn, Holliston and surrounding towns

comes to fruition, the days of bicyclists battling automobiles on the roadways of Dover
and Sherborn may be gone. (Staff photo by Dave Rains)

necessary before UCC can look into any
sort of funding help from the state.
Where exactly that funding would come
from, or how UCC would go about secur-
ing it, is something Thomas is still trying
to get a complete answer to. The process,

he said, would probably inveive the
Exeocutive Office of Transportation and
Construction and the enhancement funds
would come from the Transportation
Improvement Program.

What UCC does have at this peint is

the support of the towns along the route
and many of its citizens,

“I'd say the local response has been
outstanding,” Thomas said, “I have been
involved with a lot of conservation and
recreation projects. And with regard to
the bikeway project, I have had more
calls at home from people who saw on TV
or heard somewhere about it and wanted
to know, ‘What can I do to help?”

“There are certainly a couple of pro-
posala we want to lend our support to,
but that’s the one that seems to be most
well-organized as a proposal,” said Bol
Wolff, 2 member of the Sherhorn Bike
Committee. “It really looks like it would
be a wonderful recreational resource.”

The one town that might hove reser-
vations about turning the old railway
line into a bikeway is Milford, according
te Sherborn Board of Selectmen chair
and heard member Grace Shepard.
Shepard said that Milford wants to Link
up with the commuter rail. One possibili-
ty, she said, would be to use the old
Conrail line. But that eoncept has its
own problems, according to Shepard,
since the Milford Water Company owns
some of the line,

One of the benefits of the proposed
bikeway, said Thomas, ia that it would

link present conservation
and recreation land that
abuts the railway line.

Here, we take care of all

“If people wanted to
bike on the bikeway, they
could go to Barber
Reservation, park their car,
and get on their bikes and
bike to another reserva.
tion,” Thomas said.

The bikeway would also
allow seme people to com-
muta to suburban work
locations as well as the
commuter rail in
Framingham.

As simple as the concept
is, it has been greatly com-
plicated by the number of
different land owners that
have to be drawn into the
plan. Much of the proposed
Metrowest bikeway runs
along land owned by
Conrail, Mass Elsctric and
the Miilford Water
Company. Other land along
the route is ewned by the
state or local conservation
comrmisgions.

Thomas said he does not
anticipate much opposition
to the plan from the various
owners. He has already
received the endorsement of
the towns that would be
involved. The utility compa-
nies, he gaid, purchased the .
land for “right-of-way corri-
dor and utility purposes.”
He said the bikeway would

ocated on 400 glorious

wooded acres, Hillerest Terrace
. is New Hampshire’s premier

retirement community, offering

the perfect combination of an
gz active, fulfilling
lifestyle and a
relaxing retirement,

Dine on gourmet

meals in our
magnificent dining

room .., tone up in

and enjoy an entirc
village of services, right
outstde your door.

the Fitness Center ....

Lach spacious apartment
home is trimmed with fine wood
and accented in brags. Each offers
sweeping vistas of the-New
Hampshire countryside. And
around every corner, dappled sun
rooms and gracious living rooms
await you and your many friends.

bbbl e A Al L AL L Y Y T S Y S N NN L)

Please tell me more about the active retirement fifestyle at Hillerest Terrace.

Name

Address

e,

[+

upkeep and maintenance,
includ?ng maid service, leaving
you free to enjoy exercise, -
entertainment and
cultural activities
right at Hillcrest
Tgrrace, Orto
explore the White
Nf:)untains and
New Hampshire
seacoast, just a
short drive away.

"To find out more, call or write
our experienced Retirement
Counselors today.

HiLicrest? TERRACE -

New Humpshirek prﬂ{nicr

be compatible with those
purposes.

Anocther hurdle for the
UCC plan is that some of
the old roilway line is
termed inactive but has not
been formally abandoened.
At this point, the line is
congidered inactive from
just south of the General
Motors plant in
Framingham {o Cross
Street in Holliston, accord-
ing to Thomas.

“This is an idea that I
have wanted to pursue for
a long time, but until
recently I really haven't
started to move the project
forward,” said Themas.

Until he gets a clearer
idea exactly what is
required, Thomas said he
will not know how much
longer it will tnke to hring
his bikeway concept inte
reality. But he did share a
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Lhe lay ot the land

Non-profit organization

helping preservation fight

- By Ted McGregor
TAB Staff Writer
DOVER-SHERBORN — If
you've got some spare
acreage you've been won-
dering what to do with,
there’s an organization in the [
area that aims to gather open
spaces and keep woodlands
and wetlands ineact. :

In the past, landowners - .
have bequeathed property to
their town or organizations
like The Trustees of
Reservations, in order to
have them kept pristine.
Similarly, towns and the ™
TTOR have purchased desir-
-able open spaces 1o add to
their greenbelts.

But the regional Upper
Charles Conservation Ing, is
a non-profit group that is
now putting the final touches
on closing on its first proper-
ty — nearly 100 acres in
Holliston,

“The goal is for the public benefit,” smd
UCC President John Thomas, an engineer
from Holliston. *Tt is not to compete with

other conservation groups for conservation -

lands.”

The Holliston land — to be called the
Weenakeening Woods ~— was first offered
to the TTOR by its corporate owners, Avery
Dennison. .

- When TTOR passed on it, Thomas and
George Fiske of Sherbom decided to seize

. the opponumly
. A “regiona[ niche”
. .They had been discussing the creation of
a regional land cotporation for a few yeas,
and with the opportunity in front of them,
they went ahead with the idea last summer. -
Jeff Moore, a CPA, and Harlan Dolinar, an
environmental attorney — both of Holliston
— e the other two founders of the UCC.

Fiske said he believes the new organiza-
tion fills a need because there are lands out
there beyond the financial means of local
towns, and because the TTOR can't buy

everything thut becomes available since they *

- have a statewide focus. -

“The niche is that we’re more regional in
nature,"” said Fiske, the former chaiman of
the Sherbomn Conservation Commission,

To finance the purchase, the UCC will
sell off three lots from the property for
development, The profit from the sales will
finance the management of the land and per-
haps be used as seed money for the next
acquisition.

I this way, a small aren ofdc\clopmem
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George F:ske of Sherbora: "“You can have a nice balance between
. preservatlon and well thought out development,”

is tradzd for a large, permanent preserve,

Fiske said. There were plans circulating to

significantly develop the Iand 'Ihomas

noted. :
The UCC plans to thaintain trails in thc

~ Weenakeening Woods and perhaps insiall

interpretive exhibits. The area is located

" between Highland and Summer Street and

extends to the Medway town line. The name
was chosen because it was the Native

" American name for nearby Lake Winthrop,

UCC could seck donations
* Thomas said future acquisitions may or

" may nidt take the sainé form as the current

one, in which some of the Jand is sold to
finance the deal. .

“They're all nomﬂ tobe dlfferem " he
said.

The San anusco—bascd Avery
Dennison — which operates a distribution
plant adjacent to the 100 acres — sought the
deal because there was surplus land and
because they have a corparate predilection
toward conservation, Thomas said. The -
company will also receive a tax benefit
through the deal.

Although no fund-raising plans are in the
works now, Fiske said that someday the
UCC may seek iax-deductible donations 1o
the cause from area conservationists. A prin-
cipal fund would be needed in order for the
UCC to purchase properties outright.

The UCC is interested in Jand throughout
the Upper Charles River Basin, and will pur-
sue private owners as well as corporate ones,

“We're intetested in land, it doesn’t mat-
ter who owns it." Fiske said. Q



